WELCOME TO HOLLAND

by Emily Perl Kingsley

7T am often asked to describe the exyen’ence @C mising a
child with diﬁ%rem‘ needs - to try to ﬁeﬁo Joeoy[é who
have not shared that um’clue experience to understand

it, to imagine how it would fee[. Tt's [ike this......



When Yyou're going to have a
Eaﬁy, it's like Jofanning a
faﬁu[ous vacation trip - to ‘Jta[y.
You Buy a bunch cf guiofe books
and make Your Woncferfu[ Jofoms.
The Coliseum.



The ’Micﬁe[ange[o David. The

gonofofas in Venice. You may
earn some han rases in
; handy phrases i

Ttalian. It's all very exciting.



ﬂﬁer months @C eager
antic?]aation, the c[ay fina[fy
arrives. You Joacﬁ Your Eags and
oﬁc you go. Several hours later,
the plane (ands. The stewardess



comes in and says, "“Welcome to

Holland."

“Holland?1?" you say. "“What do
Yyou mean Holland?? 4 Signecf up
for ﬂmfy.’ T'm sujojoosecf to be in



ﬂmfy. Aall my ﬁfe T've dreamed

qf going to ﬂm[y."
But there's been a cﬁange in the

ffigﬁt Jofom. T ﬁey'\/e [anded in



"J‘[O[‘[IOITLC[ CITLC{I fﬁé?’ € you must
Sf&ly.

The imjoormnt tﬁing is that
tﬁey haven't taken you to a

horrible, ofisgusting, ﬁ[tﬁy Jo[ace,



fuff @C Joestifence, famine and
disease. It's just a different

Jo[ace.

So you must go out and Buy new

guiafe books. And you must [earn



a whole new [anguage. And you
will meet a whole new group qf
yeqo[e Yyou would never have

met.



It's just a oﬁjﬁrent Jaface. It's

sfower-yacecf than ﬂmfy, [ess

ffasﬁy than ‘Jta[y. But aﬁer
you've been there for a while and
you catch your breath, you look

around.... and you Eegin to



notice that Holland has
windmills....and Holland has

tu[ijas. Holland even has

Rembrandts.



But everyone you know is Eusy
coming and going fmm ’Jmfy...
and tﬁey're all Bmgging about
what a womfeﬁu[ time tﬁey had
there. And for the rest @C your
ﬁfe, you will say "Yes, that's



where 1 was sujojoosecf to 4go-

That's what 1 had Jofcmnec[. !
And the }oain of that will never,

ever, ever, ever go away... because



the loss @C that dream is a very

very sigmficant [0ss.

‘But... lf you syenaf your ﬁfe
mouming the fact that you
didn't get to ’Jta[y, you may



never Eeﬁ’ee to QTE]/O;V tﬁe very

§peciaf, the very [ove[y tﬁings
about Holland.






